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forth both inwardly and outwardly with 
the splendor of her virginity. The gold 
which adorned the Ark came from the 
interior of the earth; the gold with which 
Mary shone forth came from the mines 
of Heaven. 

Though the practice of pilgrimage, or 
“peregrination,” with icons of the Blessed 
Mother has fallen out of favor in much 
of the Catholic world, its history is worth 
noting. Even in the West, the faithful have 
over the centuries venerated the images of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and called on her 
intercession in times of great distress.

The image of the Black Madonna is as-
sociated with several miraculous events, 
from the unlikely survival of the monas-
tery during a 1655 assault by a Swedish 
army, to the fall of Communism in Poland 
and countless miraculous healings. 
Indeed, one of the greatest champions of 
Our Lady of Czestochowa was the Polish 
Pope, Blessed John Paul II, who visit-

ed the icon four times during his papacy, 
and whose love for Christ and His Blessed 
Mother permeated all of his writing on faith, 
on life, and on the family. 

Unity in Faith, for Life
Given the Black Madonna’s history of being 
venerated in both the East and the West, the 
Ocean to Ocean campaign has from the out-
set made it a priority to emphasize Christian 
unity in honoring the Mother of Christ, the 
one who points us toward her Son.

Among Our Lord’s last words on the Cross 
were to the Apostle John, giving John his own 
mother to be the mother of the Church. It is 
in this tradition that we ask for her interces-
sion with her Son to deliver us from the evil 
of the culture of death. 

As Our Lady of Czestochowa arrives on the 
shores of North America, she calls all of her 
children to unite in the defense of life, in an 
effort to build a civilization of life and love – 
to remember that God can do what we can’t, 
to remember our faith. 

This icon, a copy of the original in Jasna 
Gora, and per tradition liturgically united 
with the original, has come halfway around 
the world, inspiring hundreds of thousands 
to seek Christ, to deepen their faith, hope 
and love, and to defend the innocent. 

We ask for her intercession in this continua-
tion of the ancient tradition of carrying the 
Ark of the Covenant into battle, of asking 
God for a miracle. 

Will you join the 
Ocean to Ocean 

Campaign in Defense 
of Life?

1) Pray for the success of our 
campaign.

2) Speak to your pastor about  
welcoming the icon to your area.

3) Support the campaign financially 
at www.hli.org/oceantoocean.

The icon arrives in Germany and is displayed 
before an abortion clinic in Munich.



A Historic Campaign Begins
In the summer of 2012, a group of Catholic 
and Orthodox faithful began a global cam-
paign in support of life and family under the 
patronage of Our Lady of Czestochowa (the 
“Black Madonna”).  Starting in Vladivostok, 
Russia, the Ocean to Ocean Campaign in 
Defense of Life has received the support and 
blessings of numerous bishops in Europe, as 
well as Metropolitan Hilarion of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, and is expected to circle 
the globe and enkindle a sustainable move-
ment to build a culture of life. 

The campaign is based on the pilgrimage 
of an icon of Our Lady of Czestochowa, the 
“Black Madonna,” which has already traveled 
over 40 thousand miles, traversed 24 coun-
tries, visited 75 cathedrals and 60 Orthodox 
churches in over 400 cities; and has been 
venerated by hundreds of thousands since 
the campaign began. Along the way, bishops 
and priests have celebrated liturgies and have 
given talks to inspire greater devotion to the 
Blessed Mother and to awaken the faithful 
to the urgency of recovering a true culture 

of life. With these visits, local parishes, shrines 
and other venues have hosted viewings, cele-
brated Mass, and coordinated events around 
her visit. 

The icon – a magnificent replica of the origi-
nal in the Monastery of Jasna Góra in Poland 
- was blessed in a special ceremony by the 
Archbishop of Czestochowa.  The Archbishop 
of Cracow made a special act of entrustment 
to the cause of the defense of life and family to 
Our Lady of Czestochowa.

The Ocean to Ocean campaign is a response 
of the faithful, uniting Orthodox and Catholic 
Christians under the patronage of Our Lady 
in the defense of the most vulnerable, and to 
ask her intercession for the protection of the 
family, and the sanctity of all human life from 
conception to natural death. Russia was cho-
sen as the starting point due to its sad legacy 
as the birthplace of abortion on demand, and 
its resulting severe demographic problems – 
problems that are now shared by many nations 
around the world. 

 

An Ancient Icon, and Tradition
Tradition holds that the original Icon of the 
Black Madonna was painted by St. Luke on a 
cypress table used by the Holy Family. While 
the icon’s location during the early years are 
hard to determine, it is believed that the icon 
was brought from Jerusalem by St. Helen 
in the fourth century and was enshrined in 

Constantinople for 500 years, before being 
transferred to the royal palace at Belz 
in Ukraine for the next 600 years, then 
arriving at its present home in the Jasna 
Gora monastery in Czestochowa, Poland 
in 1382.  

The tradition of pilgrimages with sacred 
icons is based in the Old Testament, when 
the Jews carried the Ark of the Covenant 
into battle (cf. Joshua 3, 3-6). Many 
Fathers of the Church compare Mary 
to the Ark of the New Covenant.  Saint 
Ambrose, for example, wrote 

The Ark contained the Tablets of the 
Law; Mary contained in her womb the 
heir of the Testament. The Ark bore the 
Law; Mary bore the Gospel. The Ark 
made the voice of God heard; Mary gave 
us the very Word of God. The Ark shone 
forth with the purest gold; Mary shone 

You are invited to join us in this historic campaign. 

People give witness to their faith by venerating the icon of Our Lady of Czestochowa in Poland.

The Ocean to Ocean Campaign in Defense of Life has already reached millions throughout 
24 countries on its 40,000-mile trek through Russia and Europe.


