
Bringing  
    hope

JOSEPH M. CHAVEZ, a renowned artist, a 
parishioner at Holy Family Cathedral and an active 

member of the Knights of Columbus, spent the past 
year of COVID isolation working on paintings in 
commemoration of the Tulsa Race Massacre Centennial. 
His paintings will be displayed at the Tulsa Massacre 
1921 Commemoration Exhibit at the Greenwood 
Gallery on Black Wall Street. The exhibit opened on 
Saturday, May 15 and run until the end of June and  
can be viewed at 10 Black Wall Street in Tulsa.

“I am so very proud to be a small, yet 
intricate part of this event. As an artist I take 
responsibility to bring light to this historic 
event and bring hope for the future. We must 
continue to have hope of equality, inclusion 
and opportunity for a better future for the 
next generation, while keeping Our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the center of our lives,” he shared.

GREENWOOD ON A SATURDAY NIGHT
In 1921, an area of over 35 city blocks was the most thriving black community in the nation and was referred to as “Black Wall 
Street.” There were over 600 businesses, which included 21 churches, 22 restaurants, 30 grocery stores, 2 movie theatres 
(one with air conditioning), a hospital, a bank, a post office, schools, libraries, law offices, its own bus system and 6 privately 
owned airplanes.
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HOLY FAMILY OPENS ITS DOORS
“Father Heiring took such a tremendous 
risk in opening the cathedral doors to the 
victims of the Tulsa Massacre,” said Mr. 
Chavez. “We as Catholics must do the 
same in our everyday lives. When we wit-
ness an injustice toward a fellow brother in 
Christ, then we must remember Scripture, 
our Catholic teachings, morals and values 
and know that when we support the least 
of our brothers we are being Christ-like 
and we have God’s blessing.”

RUTH ZIGLER AVERY
Just after finishing her line at a school performance for the graduation of Holy 
Family Catholic School, Father Heiring warned the audience about the riot and 
ordered everyone to rush home.

After returning home with her family, the 7-year old Ruth Zigler Avery went to 
bed in her new white dress. She listened to the gunfire outside as she fell asleep. 
Early the next morning, she heard the sound of trucks passing her house. 

As she looked out the window, she saw two flatbed trucks inching along 
with dead bodies piled high. She saw the face on the body of a small boy, 
about her age. His eyes fixed open and his mouth gaping. In fear, she won-
dered if someday she might herself be put in a pile of dead bodies … .

VICTIMS TAKE REFUGE
When victims of the violence began to flee Greenwood, Fa-
ther Heiring and Holy Family Cathedral opened its doors to 
offer medical care and provide food, clothing and assistance.

ABANDONED  
Men, women 
and children 
found them-
selves sep-
arated from 
their families 
during the 
Massacre. The 
smell of gun-
fire, burning 
buildings and 
bodies added 
to the hor-
ror of being 
alone in the 
darkness that 
followed. 
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